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At the time of going to press, the nominations have not included the post of a science advisor, so scientists in the US and their world-leading institutions and associations are wondering how, if at all, verifi able facts from the real world can reach the president.
Writing in Science magazine, the CEO of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), Rush Holt, scrambles to fi nd constructive ways out of the crisis. Pointing out that many other people on all levels of political organisation have contributions to make, Holt remarks that "there is now important work to do ensuring that all citizenry, including the president, understands the powerful benefi ts of science and that decisions made with scientifi c input are more likely to succeed."
Even though the election has been all about rejecting the political establishment, Rush notes, "we cannot let that mean rejecting the established facts." Although on present form, it appears that the incoming post-truth administration has absolutely no qualms about doing just that.
While the transition team and the government posts so far are packed with industry fi gures not known to care for science or the environment, the only silver lining from a climate perspective is the president's daughter Ivanka, who reportedly wants to be involved in the administration and make climate change one of her signature issues. In December, she arranged meetings with former vice president Al Gore and the actor Leonardo DiCaprio, both of whom have produced documentaries on climate change (An Inconvenient Truth and Before the Flood, respectively).
While Gore refused to reveal what was discussed, reports suggest that DiCaprio emphasised the business opportunities to be found in the conversion to clean energy, along with the risk that China may get ahead of the US in this fi eld. Scientifi c facts may not have much infl uence in the posttruth White House, so fi nding the right kind of economic incentive may be humanity's last hope. 
He has won numerous awards for his studies, including a MacArthur Award (2006), the Pradel Award in Neurosciences from the National Academy of Sciences (2013), and a Guggenheim Fellowship (2014).
What turned you on to biology in the fi rst place? Like so many scientists before me, I was obsessed with all the creatures I could bring home from the woods and streams where I grew up in Columbia, Maryland. My parents were key supporters, even when the water snake got loose in the house and ate my father's guppies. I think informal science training can begin with a walk in the woods.
And what drew you to your specifi c fi eld of research? I turned down just the right road, literally. I got to the fork in the road as an undergraduate, after taking a part-time position at the National Zoo in Washington D.C. For this I am indebted to Ed Gould, the head curator of mammals at the time. He was housing and studying starnosed moles at the zoo, and wanted someone to conduct experiments testing whether they could detect electric fi elds with the star. But he also needed someone to catch moles. I was sent on this seemingly impossible mission (star-nosed moles are legendarily hard to fi nd). I drove to rural Pennsylvania, where I stayed in local parks and slept in a cargo van.
Q & A
After many days searching for the right habitat, I found what looked like the perfect site, but there was a hitch. Access was through someone's land and next to their hunting cabin. Park rangers had warned me, with colorful stories involving shotguns, about trespassing in the wrong place (and I was a long-haired student from outof-state). So I explored further up the road for a few days. As I was driving back to the local park, I noticed a car parked next to the cabin. I was confl icted and had to quickly decide: take a chance and turn down the dirt drive and introduce myself, or keep going and fi nd another place? I turned. The owner's name was Carmen Pastella, and he was friendly, curious, and helpful. He not only invited me to trap on the land, but offered his cabin for future trips. After 30 years, my lab still collects star-nosed moles on the same land and I have never found a better site (sadly Carmen has passed away). The experience of randomly meeting generous people has been repeated many times in my career. Despite the apparently growing chasm between scientists and society, I have found that, in person, most people are inherently supportive and respectful of science.
But back to star-nosed moles. Like most undergraduates, I had little idea about the literature to help guide experiments. So I went to McKeldin
